SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2011 

INTRODUCTIONS AND FAREWELLS

We are now reaching the end of a very busy Summer Term and sadly will be saying goodbye to a large number of our children who will be starting school this September.   We wish them all a very happy time but will miss them here very much.  We will be having a Leavers Ceremony for them on Wednesday 20th July 10.00 a.m – 12.00 noon (presentation at 11.30) and will be holding Party Activities throughout the week for everyone to enjoy.
During the summer we will also be saying goodbye to Pam Senior who has been working on a temporary basis in the baby room.  We hope that Pam will return to work with us at some time in the future.

We are very pleased to have recently welcomed Fiona Shaw to our Nursery. Fiona has taken over from Kay as Room Leader in the 2 – 4’s room plus Deputy Manager and she has written the following to introduce herself.
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I would like to introduce myself, my name is Fiona Shaw, I am 27 years old and I have just joined Coumes Spring Children’s Centre as the Deputy Manager and Room Leader of 2-4’s and Kingfishers club. 

Since qualifying as a Nursery Nurse in 2002 I have had the chance to work in lots of settings and went on to complete two childcare related degrees; BA (hons) Early Childhood Studies at Sheffield Hallam University and BA (hons) Early Childhood Education at Leeds Metropolitan University. 

I moved to Leeds whilst at university; once graduated I became a Deputy Manager of a Children’s Centre Nursery and for the last 18 months I was a Family Support Worker for Sure Start at the same Children’s Centre. As a Family Outreach Worker  I had various roles which included delivering courses to parents, running play and stay/bumps and babes groups and working with professionals in health, education and social care to promote children’s well-being. 

I have just moved back to Sheffield; living with my Parents and Brother, James in Chapeltown and am just starting to house hunt with my boyfriend Steve and our rabbit, Thumper!  I also have a sister Helen who lives with her partner Mike and their two guinea pigs Lola and Elsie in Elescar. 

On weekends I spend a lot of time with my Godson Noah (2yrs) and I’m becoming very familiar with ‘maka paka’ and ‘upsie daisy’! I love going out for coffees and have just been introduced to Tapas by my best friend Sarah.  I take the family’s dog Shadow, a black Labrador for walks, although often he’s the one who takes me! 

I have been really lucky to have had the opportunity to work with so many families and children and cannot wait to meet you all.

Fiona
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TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS

End of term is Friday 22nd July and we will be holding holiday Playscheme between Monday 25th July and Friday 2nd September. Nursery sessions will begin again on Monday 5th September but Out-of-School-Club will begin on Tuesday 6th September as Monday is a curriculum day at Oughtibridge Primary School. A list of term and holiday dates for the school year 2011 – 2012 is attached.
COUMES SPRING NEEDS YOU!
We work hard at Coumes Spring to provide a safe, stimulating and happy experience for the children in our care but we are always keen to put further improvements into place. Your feed back, as parents, is very important to us and we recently sent a questionnaire out to the parents of all the children starting school this September. If you haven’t done so already, we would be very grateful if you could return your questionnaire before the end of term. Don’t forget that we have a comments box on the book shelf in the porch, along with some comments slips and a pen. However, please be assured that we are always happy to receive comments and suggestions however they are made.
It must always be remembered that parents are their children’s first and most important educators! We greatly appreciate you telling us what your children have been doing at home and what they are interested in so that we can build on this at nursery.  We have some home observation sheets available in the children’s cloakroom area and always appreciate you filling these in. Please talk to your child’s key person if you would like more information.

.....LET THE COUNCIL KNOW YOUR VIEWS!
On 15th June, Sheffield City Council launched “a call for views” for their review of services for the under fives.  They have produced a questionnaire and would like your views by the 22nd July.  We have printed off a few copies of the questionnaire, with attached notes, and these are in the lobby but as it is quite a “hefty” booklet it would be better if you could complete it on line at www.sheffield.gov.uk/earlyyearsreview. 
Finally.....
Don’t forget that all children are welcome at our holiday playscheme even if they usually only attend term time or go to Nursery or School elsewhere. This year we are fortunate to have Robin Widdowson working with us for 6 sessions during the holiday. Robin will be leading some exciting Forest School activities for all our age ranges and we hope to get lots of new ideas to continue ourselves at other times. There will also be lots of other activities and one or two trips out during the holidays.
Have a lovely Summer

Best Wishes

Julia, Fiona and all staff at Coumes Spring 
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